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Greener taxi-ing?

One might be forgiven for thinking that,
with the advent of the electric pushback
tractor and developments such as the
TaxiBot, that there was little scope left
for innovation. However, that is clearly
not the case. A small engineering office,
that of anyTRACS, was actually founded
in 2008 with the aim of developing and
commercialising the jetTRACS system.

Two people, Andreas Becker and
Eckhard Bergerhoff, first discussed the
idea of an alternative procedure to an
aircraft taxi-ing out under its own power
in 2007; a patent was applied for in the
following year.

The idea behind jetTRACS is both the

I consenvation of fuel and the reduction

of CO, during the taxi-ing procedure. As
readers know, airlines benefit most by
saving fuel costs when they can reduce
the run time of aircraft engines. Allied
to this is the fact that airports have

to provide a large number of towing
vehicles for carrier use. With this in
mind, the pair added another goal, that
of finding a solution that would allow
airports to participate in, and benefit
from, the advantages of a completely
different towing system.

Compared to other systems, jetTRACS
includes a hybrid drivetrain, so it is
basically possible to operate the system
without fossil fuels, which translates into
Zero emissions.

But there is more to this innovation:
the fully automated jetTRACS system
eliminates the human factor during
the pushback and taxi-ing processes,
and thus has the potential to avoid the
incidence of accidents that can occur
during this tricky ramp procedure.



Becker
Hervorheben


